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	Outcomes
	Means of Assessment
	Findings
	Actions

	1. Write an effective research paper using professional formats  
	1)  POSC 200 qualitative research papers for all POSC majors will be rated using a research rubric geared toward evaluating research writing skills. 
2)  Research papers prepared for POSC 410, 460r, 470, & 480 will be rated using the same research rubric indicated above and compared to POSC 200 scores. 

	1) Research paper rubric indicates that 95% of assessed students have developed key skills and can produce an effective research paper.
2) Students being assessed haven’t yet enrolled in POSC 410, 460r, 470 and 480. 
	1) Decided that greater emphasis needs to be spent on hypotheses explanation.
2) Nothing yet.

	2. Write an effective persuasive/analytical essay/report
	1)  POSC 200 quantitative analytical & persuasive papers for all POSC majors will be rated using an analysis rubric geared toward evaluating analytical & persuasive writing skills.

2)  Analytical & persuasive papers prepared for POSC 410, 460r, 470, & 480 will be rated using the same analysis rubric indicated above and compared to POSC 200 scores.


	1) Research paper rubric indicates that 95% of assessed students performed to acceptable levels, but improvements could be made.
2) Students being assessed haven’t yet enrolled in POSC 410, 460r, 470 and 480. 
	1) Decided that instruction on the Literature Review and Theory needs to run deeper. Extra lecture material will be added.
2) Nothing yet.

	3. Demonstrate competence using logical/analytical skills 
	1)  The research rubric used to assess POSC 200 research papers indicated above will include an assessment of logical & analytical skills.

2)  The research rubric used to assess research papers written for POSC 410, 460r, 470, & 480 explained above will include an assessment of logical & analytical skills. 

	1) Research paper rubric section 5 indicates that a strong portion of assessed students need improvement in logic and analysis skills.
2) Students being assessed haven’t yet enrolled in POSC 410, 460r, 470 and 480. 
	1) Decided that more effort will be spent on explaining logic and its forms in connecting theories to hypotheses.
2) Nothing yet.

	4. Demonstrate an understanding of political philosophy/theory 
	1)  The research rubric used to assess POSC 200 research papers indicated above will include an assessment of political philosophy & theory usage.

2)   The research rubric used to assess research papers written for POSC 410, 460r, 470, & 480 explained above will include an assessment of political philosophy & theory usage.

	1) Research paper rubric sections 3, and 4 indicate that a strong portion of assessed students did well. need improvement in logic and analysis skills.
2) Students being assessed haven’t yet enrolled in POSC 410, 460r, 470 and 480. 
	1) In Fall 2012, more effort will be spent on explaining the various uses and types of theories.
2) Nothing yet.


POLITICAL SCIENCE





University Mission Statement/Goals


1. Educating the minds and spirits of students within an intercultural, gospel-centered environment and curriculum that increases faith in God and the Restored Gospel, is intellectually enlarging, is character building, and leads to a life of learning and service.  2. Contributing to a resolution of world problems by educating men and women with communications and intercultural skills and by preparing them for leadership roles in the family, in their professions, in civic responsibilities, in social affiliations, and in the Church.





Unit Mission Statement


The Political Science Program prepares students to read carefully, think critically, communicate effectively, and to lead within the context of political science and public policy in venues from local to international.  





Michael G. Murdock (675-3842)








